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TO 



HIS EXCELLENCY THE EARL OF CARLISLE. 



My Lord, 

Having known for years your Lordship's re- 
gard for evangelical religion, I could not suppose that 
so remarkable a phenomenon as that in the province of 
Ulster, called a Revival, could have escaped your obser- 
vation, even had not your hint thrown out at a recent 
meeting of the Royal Agricultural Society for Ireland 
made it certain that it had not. The phenomenon to 
which 1 refer must have attracted the thoughtful atten- 
tion of every lover of his kind ; and won his approval, 
to the same degree in which it has been attended by an 
improvement in the habits of the people. Spectators of 
all classes vouch for a great change in the demeanour of 
society ; that swearing has been supplanted by praise, 
drunkenness by sobriety ; that the Bible is revered, and 
the use of prayer prevail; ; whUe party demonstrations 
(as on the late Twelfth of July) have been superseded 
out of deference to the law of charity. These are re- 
sults of the reported Revival over which the Christian 



must rejoice, springing, as they have done, in some quar- 
ters at least, out of a deepening sense of religious respon- 
sibility. 

But as nothing is perfect on earth, it has so happened 
that partly the agents and partly the subjects of this 
wide-spreading excitement have imported into it more or 
less of human alloy, making what is unquestionably di- 
vine in one of its aspects less divine than it would 
otherwise be. It is the part therefore of kindness, as it is 
of " the wisdom which is from above," to endeavour to 
discriminate between what is essential and what is acci- 
dental in this movement, and to remove unscriptural 
accretions from a work which these tend to discredit with 
all sober-minded persons. That the dross may disappear, 
and the pure ore of spiritual conversion remain, is the 
object of this address, as far as the humble ability of the 
writer can accomplish it, and as wide as his narrow 
influence may extend. He ventures to believe that in 
the following positions your Lordship will be found to 
yield your unhesitating acquiescence : — 

In the first place. That that religious experience, which 
is called Conversion, is not convulsion or spasm, syncope 
or deliquium, cries of distress and copious tears, although 
by some persons these are identified with it, or consi- 
dered essential to it. 

Secondly, That conversion is not a mere intellectual 
apprehension of truth, however vivid and fresh it may 
prove in an individual's experience. 



Thirdly, That it is not a punctilious attendance on 
sacraments, prayer-meetings, and other means of grace, 
formerly neglected, but now earnestly observed. 

Fourthly, That neither are fluent gifts of prayer or 
exhortation to be assumed as conclusive proof of genuine 
conversion, although these have been boasted of as cha- 
racterizing the recent converts. 

Nor, fifthly, and finally, can a newly-awakened secta- 
rian zeal — concern for a church rather than for catho- 
lic Christianity — be deemed convincing evidence that a 
man has received from on high the unction of the Holy 
Ghost. If the Revival scheme be worked with a view 
to aggrandise a particular sect, more than to win sin- 
ners to Christ, it must fail of attaining its highest end ; 
for a person may be an ardent Episcopalian, Presby- 
terian, or Methodist, and yet be a very unworthy disciple 
of our Lord. The conduct of those zealots, who in old 
time would compass sea and land to make one proselyte, 
is not commended by the Redeemer of mankind to Chris- 
tian imitation. 

If I have succeeded so far in securing your Lordship's 
acquiescence in what conversion is not, may I hope you 
will follow with like approval my attempted exposition 
in the following sermon of what true conversion is. 
That sermon has derived its more immediate suggestion 
from the letter of the venerable Bishop of Meath to his 
clergy, which is subjoined, and which is as frank as his 
disposition,while at the same time as cautious as his years 
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and ripe experience would naturally enjoin it to be. Of 
his Lordship's hesitations as well as of his hopes, we par- 
take in regard to periodical Revivals. We look upon their 
machinery with more or less distrust on the two grounds, 
first, that they tend to disparage the ordinary means of 
religious edification, and lead the community to rely on 
the Revival season and minister, for the incentives to 
conversion, rather than on their own pastors and stated 
ordinances ; our second ground is, that persons may be 
induced to look for conversions in sympathizing multi- 
tudes, instead of feeling the duty of instant personal sub- 
mission to Christ, entirely regardless of the procedure of 
others. — Joshua, xxiv. 1 5 . These are evils which we fear 
will develope themselves in the course of the movement, 
however little we may feel disposed to question the assu- 
ranee that it has done a certain amount of good already, 
and may with God's blessing do much more. In making 
these observations, our design has been to point out the 
sides from which mischief may be apprehended, that as 
wisely as possible the hand of Christian faithfulness may 
be applied to the task of eliminating the evil, and guard- 
ing and establishing the good. 

A forecasting prudence, moreover, bids us look at the 
future which is to follow this movement, so that we can- 
not but ask, what will be the spiritual condition of the 
professed converts a year hence — an arid waste, or a 
field that the Lord hath blessed ? We view this aspect 



of the matter with lively apprehension, because the 
stability of the catechumens will depend much upon the 
means whereby they have been made the subjects of reli- 
gious impression. When very young persons, barely in 
their teens, who have been " struck,'' and on their own 
report converted, become exhorters, detailers of their 
own experience, and comforters of others, we must con- 
fess that we feel considerable uneasiness for the afler 
well-being of such neophytes. — 1 Tim. iii. 6. They may 
become the comfort of their pastors, and an honour to 
revealed religion ; but they may also prove thorns in 
the side of their spiritual guides, and the promise of their 
budding goodness may dissipate like the morning cloud 
and the early dew. 

Be the result of the present movement what it may, 
neither issue can more than remotely affect your Lord- 
ship in your exalted position, or myself in my obscure 
one ; nevertheless, no friend of Zion can contemplate an 
unfavourable result without deep concern. The devout 
Jewish harper's declaration of loyalty to his mother 
city : " If I forget thee, Jerusalem, let my right hand 
forget her cunning !" — must find an echo in every 
believer's heart. These words — that feeling — will more 
than justify my launching this present venture of caveat 
and commendation, of doubts and beliefs, of hopes and 
fears on the agitated sea of a Revival movement. May a 
merciful JEHOVAH pardon the imperfections of His ser- 
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vants in their endeavours to do good to their fellow - 
creatures, and endow both teachers and taught alike with 
a spirit of power, and of love, and of a sound mind !" — 
2 Tim. i. 7. 

I have the honour to be, 

My I-iOrd, 

Your Lordship's obedient humble servant, 

ORLANDO T. DOBBIN. 



Ballivor Glebe, 

August 22nd, 1859. 



A SEEMON ON EEVIVALS, 

&C. 



ACTS, XYL, 14. 

" Whose heart the Lord opened,*^ 

The picture of a revived Church which presents itself to 
our imagination is both interesting and delightful :— 
Ministers, men of God, diligent shepherds of the sheep, 
warning the unruly, comforting the feeble-minded, and 
supporting the weak ; Churches thronged with devout 
worshippers, who only leave the house of prayer to exhibit 
in their conduct a holy obedience to precept and exhor- 
tation ; and Benevolence walking open-handed amongst 
the people, dividing the bread of life with assiduity to 
those who are ready to perish, both at home and abroad. 

Such is our ideal of a revived Church, and where this 
ideal appears in existence, or any near approach to it, 
we congratulate ourselves on the fair reality, and cry 
out straightway that there is a Eevival ; a cry, alas ! 
which only proves that the usual state of things falls far 
short of this condition of spiritual prosperity. 

If we be correct in supposing that our habitual condi- 
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tion is much below that of a healthy spiritual life, 
a revival which shall introduce a more vigorous tone 
of thought and action into the professing Church of 
God cannot fail to be hailed with thankfulness by every 
believer. The access of feverish energy is preferable to 
a languid and nerveless atrophy : a little more is better 
than a little less in all that relates to the welfare of the 
soul. Zeal, even misdirected and rampant, betokens life, 
while apathy is akin to and ends in death. 

But, we venture to ask, is there not a better state of 
things than either ? May there not be a medium between 
the hot and shivering fits of a spiritual ague, that bandy 
the soul, at intervals, from one extreme to the other? 
Is it not possible to have " pure religion, and undefiled," 
without the extravagance of fanaticism and the torpor 
of the grave ? Must we always witness the ferment of 
agitation or the lees of lukewarmness, without ever 
tasting the refined wine of the evangelical life — doctrines 
pure, churches orderly, religion spreading, and the heart 
glad? Can we not have the benefits of a re\dval without 
its attendant evils — a permanent condition of high reli- 
gious feeling, free from recourse to extraordinary mea- 
sures of excitement and awakening ? We believe that 
such a condition may be attained by the grace of God 
and the teaching of His Spirit ; and that it is to be at- 
tained by means of a correct understanding of the doc- 
trine of Conversion, and by undergoing that scriptural 
change of heart and life. The true doctrine and process 
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of conversion are happily illustrated by the conversion of 
Lydia of Philippi, and we shall draw our views of the 
matter in hand mainly from her experience. But as if 
no single type embraced all the forms of conversion, the 
Holy Ghost has been pleased to present us with another 
conversion at Philippi, in immediate connexion with her's, 
more stormy in some of its particulars, yet accordant in 
its chief features and identical in its saving results. We 
shall be prepared to check the one account by the other, 
should any inference drawn from our text demand such 
qualification as the conversion of the Philippian jailer 
may supply ; our prayer being directed to the Divine 
Spirit, that on this most momentous theme our mind may 
be guided into all truth ! 

When the Apostle Paul extended his labours to 
Europe, at the invitation of a heavenly vision, the first 
city where he opened his commission was Philippi, "a 
chief city of Macedonia and a colony." Arrived at his 
destination, Paul and his companions repaired on the 
Sabbath day to a rural synagogue or suburban place of 
prayer, where the devout women of the city were wont to 
assemble for worship. The word spoken on that occasion 
was so blessed of heaven, that one at least of the hearers 
was converted from Judaism to Christianity — from the 
world to God. "A certain woman named Lydia, a seller 
of purple of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, 
heard us, whose heart the lord opened, that she at- 
tended unto the things which were spoken of Paul." The 
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Lord opened this ingenuous Asiatic's heart — the process 
quiet, divine, e£Eectual — and she believed ; thereby be- 
coming a pattern to all time of simple faith in Jesus and 
a ready reception of truth. All true conversion to God, 
there is reason to believe, will agree with this record of 
Lydia's experience in its chief articles and incidents, for 
which reason we adopt it as the ground of our exposition 
to-day. 

The example of Lydia for instance shows, 
I. That genuine conversion has its seat in the 
HEART : " whose heart the Lord opened." Lydia was 
evidently a woman whose mind was unusually frank 
and open to conviction, and yet it needed a Divine ope- 
ration within to make her '^ an Israelite indeed, in whom 
is no guile.'' She appears to have been an upright and 
estimable person, and to have had a thousand endearing 
qualities of disposition ; yet in the field of religious 
knowledge and emotion there was still much to be at- 
tained which could only be learned at the feet of a Divine 
Teacher. She lay under the same necessity of regeneration 
as all the sons and daughters of a fallen progenitor, and 
needed to be bom again ; and this all-essential operation 
was wrought upon her inner nature by the power of the . 
Holy Ghost. Prejudice was eradicated against the Chris- 
tian sect which was everywhere spoken against; fear of 
joining that sect was overcome; the mediation of the Lord 
Christ, as the complement of the Jewish revelation, was 
believed; and she who entered that assembly only a serious 
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inquirer retired from it a happy convert. She no longer 
trusted in her own righteousness, which was by the law, 
but in the righteousness of her Divine Master and exalted 
Lord. Jesus was made of God unto her " wisdom and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption" — ^her 
atoning Saviour, her interceding High Priest. By the 
sacred influence exerted on her heart Lydia became a 
believer in the Son of God ; and by that simple, divine, 
effectual exercise of faith was adopted forthwith into the 
family of the Most High. The understanding was en- 
lightened, the will was renewed, the affections were puri- 
fied, and she was wafted on the wave of salvation into 
the haven of assured acceptance and unspeakable peace. 

But this whole process was the most sober and reason- 
able thing in the world, and was probably as gradual as 
it was sober. Lydia, in all likelihood, was acquainted 
with the prophetic Scriptures in the Greek tongue, as 
they were widely diffused amongst the Jews resident in 
foreign countries, but would even as a convert to Judaism 
be familiar with the Messianic expectations which that 
people entertained. The foreseeing providence of God, 
too, had evidently been preparing her mind for the 
change which eventually took place, just as the length- 
ened twilight precedes the moment when the sun bursts 
upon the world; for she had renounced the creed of her 
fathers, left the country of her birth, and associated 
herself with the despised nation of the Jews — all these 
changes conducing to the fipal change of her heart. 
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Little did she think, when she left her father's roof in 
Thyatira, whereto the event would grow ; but her Father 
in heaven, who leads the blind in a way that they know 
not, knew and ordained it all. The Angel of the Cove- 
nant invisibly guided her way, till at last her steps were 
conducted to the " place where prayer was wont to be 
made:" the issue of her whole pilgrimage being this, 
that the Lord opened her heart to the message of His 
mercy, and thereby saved his handmaid's soul. 

But in these successive steps of her providential and 
spiritual history, as in the scene under review, there was 
nothing factitious, demonstrative, exciting. Lydia had 
a sinful nature as well as others, and was convinced of 
sin by the operation of the Holy Ghost upon her mind : 
nay, the conscious sinfulness of the individual forms the 
strongest inducement to embrace the free salvation which 
the Saviour offers. Yet no work of conviction that we 
read of led to convulsive cries and tears on the part of 
this believing woman, or to spasmodic contortions of the 
frame. The work of conviction on the heart is in fact 
one of the most grave and solemn operations of the 
Spirit of God ; conversion, too, as far as man is con- 
cerned in it, is nothing more than a turning of the 
soul from sin to Christ, with fixed, irrevocable decision. 
These two things therefore not only are not of necessity 
associated with unusual physical excitement, but are re- 
pugnant to it. Where there is a knowledge of the way 
of salvation, Conversion consists simply in resolving, 
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by the grace of God, to walk in that way till it leads to 
the felicities of heaven. 

But, it may be interposed, does not the case of the 
Philippian jailer war against both these conclusions — of 
the gradual approach of conversion, and of the quietness 
of the process ? It may seem to do so, but in very deed 
it does not. Because, first of all, it is an exceptional 
case, and there we might leave it, i^dthout expending a 
further observation upon the matter ; but, secondly, 
while this might account for all its more striking fea- 
tures, the character and position of this functionary will 
explain much that appears strange. He was either him- 
self gratuitously cruel and brutal, or at least the instru- 
ment of working the will of others who were such. He 
thrust his prisoners into the inner prison ; he made 
their feet fast in the stocks, after they had suffered 
the barbarous bastinado ; he heard the songs and praises 
of their martyr faith and patience : he was aroused from 
sleep by a commotion of the earth, in the groan of whose 
convulsion God seemed to be reproving his wickedness ; 
his prisoners were supposed to have fled, under the shel- 
ter of the awfal night; and, impelled by fear of disgrace, 
dismissal, perhaps death, he was about to slay himself 
with his own sword, when he burst in with tremor and 
cries to the Apostles* presence — " Sirs, what must I do 
to be saved ?" Except in cases where such a series of 
extraordinary phenomena concur, — great wickedness 
combined with total ignorance of the Gospel of Christ, — 
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we need not expect to witness such appalling distress. 
Under ordinary circumstances, moreover, that there is a 
continuity of feeling even in the case of the most sudden 
conversions, we cannot doubt. If we could but get be- 
hind the veil of the sinner's outward man, and plunge 
into the depths of his consciousness, we should see that 
the last step, the final resolve, which appears to be the 
work of the moment, is but the proper issue of a process 
of conviction, hope, fear, longing, determination, that 
may have been going on for years. In every case, 
whether slow or quick, alike in its earlier stages and in 
its closing action, it is the work of the Spirit of God who 
opened the heart of Lydia and led her to Christ. No 
outward reformation, — no change from sect to sect, — 
would have amounted to conversion, and no inferior 
agent would have been successfiil in renewing her heart: 
the work was inward and thorough, and the work was 
divine. 

The example of Lydia shows further, 

II. That GENUINE CONVERSION PRESENTS ITS EVIBENCB 

IN THE LIFE. Lydia showed her faith by submitting to 
the initiatory rite of the Christian religion, undergoing 
that baptism with water which is at once an emblem of 
sprinkling with the blood of atonement, to free from 
guilt, and of washing with the Spirit, to cleanse the soul 
from sin. There may have been personal danger in this 
course of alliance with the persecuted Christians, but 
she " conferred not with flesh and blood,'' and therefore 
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openly said, " Your people shall be my people, and your 
God my God.** And, though only a tradeswoman, she 
had, as we often gladly witness in that class of our 
fellow-citizens, the soul of an empress, for she forced her 
generous hospitality upon Paul and his fellow-travellers. 
They were welcome to her best, and she would not be 
satisfied unless they partook of her best. With a gentle 
violence she " constrained" them to make her habitation 
their home, urging the appeal, " If ye have judged me to 
be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide 
there.** This, too, was a measure involving the risk of 
ill-usage; for Jason at Thessalonica and Sosthenes at 
Corinth both suffered wrong at the hands of the ill-dis- 
posed on account of their kindness to the Christians. 
But in the spirit of Paul himself did this Christian 
heroine act on the present occasion ; and might have 
adopted his words: — •" None of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself . . . . so 
that I might testify the Gospel of the grace of God." 

And in like manner no conversion is worthy of the 
name, however high may be the pretensions of those pro- 
fessing it, that is not evidenced by a consistent life. 
" The grace of God tTiatT)ringeth salvation hath appeared 
to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world." — Titus ii. ii, 12. Unless 
the fruit be commendable, we cannot judge favourably of 
the tree. Those who profess to have undergone convert 
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sion ought to take care lest they rest in a transient ex- 
perience, where true religion calls for a life. Conversion 
is not a thing to be once suffered and done with, as the 
phraseology of many of the recent converts would imply ; 
like an attack of small-pox, for which one has only to 
be thankful that it is over, and retain the impression that 
henceforth all is well: it is only the first stage of along 
journey of well-doing, which cannot terminate until death. 
Those, moreover, who rely upon the more visible and 
violent phase of conversion must beware lest they mis- 
take the outward for the inward, excitement for earnest- 
ness, prayer-meetings for prayers, protracted assemblies 
and loud shoutings for devotion, prostration of body for 
renewal of soul. We all need this caution. We are so 
much the slaves of our senses, and are so readily befooled 
by our sympathies, that we require the heart to be 
guarded by the grace of God, and by correct views of the 
Spirit's work in conversion, lest we be deceived into mis- 
calculations of our own state or that of others, — mis- 
deem passion to be piety, and translate a proneness to be 
moved into a willingness to be saved in the day of 
Jehovah's power. Nothing emotional must be substi- 
tuted for a progressive and life-long sanctification. 
Wherefore let your conversion, brethren, partake of the 
apostolical character, being " stedfast, unmovable, ever 
abounding in the work of the Lord.'' Let the spasm of 
convulsion give place to the quiet energy of profound 
feeling, solemn devotion, and practical obedience to the 
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laws of Christ. • Let your spiritual life, in short, exhibit 
the fruits of righteousness, which are " by Christ Jesus 
unto the glory of God," as did that of her " whose heart 
the Lord opened, that she attended to the things which 
were spoken of Paul." 

From the example of Lydia we infer, 

IIL That GENUINE CONVERSION IS EYEB ASSOCIATED 

WITH RESPECT FOB PUBLIC WOBSHIP. " Them that honour 
Me I will honour ;" and those that honour God's institute 
of public worship are those who are most likely to reap 
everlasting benefit from the ordinances of religion. Won 
to the ff^th of Moses from that of Jupiter and Olympus 
Lydia waited on the Lord in obedience to the Mosaic 
institutions, in " the place where prayer was wont to be 
made." The most pleasant hours of the week to this 
earnest-minded woman were those in which she stole 
away from the cares of business and the charge of her 
home to enjoy the rest of the Sabbath (an entirely novel 
observance to her, from her pagan descent) ; to visit the 
temple of the true God, where she would hear of the ex- 
pected Messiah, who was to prove a light to the Gentiles 
and the glory of his people Israel ; to join in singing 
those sweet Psalms which excel all the devotional poetry 
of the world ; and to bow in prayer for blessings upon 
herself and her fellow-worshippers. While yielding to 
her duty and delight in this observance, Jehovah himself 
passed by his hand-maid Lydia in a cloud-chariot of 
mercy, and shed upon her soul the choicest of his gifts, 
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— repentance unto salvation and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Inspired by this sacred donative — a new heart 
and a right spirit — she halted not a moment between two 
opinions, but at once became a decided Christian and 
a happy believer. 

It is not our province to affirm that conversion cannot 
come by other means, for we would not circumscribe the 
manifold grace and sovereign wisdom of God, but we feel 
warranted at least to aver that almost all genuine con- 
versions of modem days and in all time take their origin 
from the services of the sanctuary, and the devout ob- 
servance of the Lord's day. Ezekiel represented in a 
figure a general truth, when he described the living 
waters of his vision as issuing forth from the threshold 
of the sanctuary, and giving health in their flow ; for 
spiritual health for the most part comes from our wait- 
ing on the Great Physician in his temple. The i^tate of 
feeling which induces attendance there and all the cir- 
cumstances of worship greatly contribute to the sacred 
result aimed at, apart from the special promise of 
Almighty God : " If thou . . . call the sabbath a de- 
light, the holy of the Lord, honorable, and shalt honour 
Him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own 
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words ; then shalt thou 
delight thyself in the Lord, and I will cause thee to ride 
upon the high places of the earth.'' — Isa. Iviii. 13, 14. 

Any professed conversion, therefore, or access of en- 
thusiasm, must be looked on with great suspicion, if such 
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there ever be, which renders men in their own esteem in- 
dependent of iliinisters, sanctuaries and social worship. 
Revelation itself furnishes a standing prohibition of self- 
sufficient separatism, in the words of the writer to the 
Hebrews : " not forsaking the assembling of yourselves 
together.'' — Heb. x. 25. 

The example of Lydia shows, 

IV. That GENUINE CONVERSION IS BASED ON THE 

FOUNDATION OF HOLY WRIT, — on the doctrine of the 
cross, and the system of mediation by Christ. Ima- 
ginary visions, dreams, trances, supposed revelations 
and impulses, breathe no spiritual life into the nature 
of man ; nor yet phUosophies, moralities, stirring 
appeals, and fer;id Exhortations on what .e should 
be, and do. The teaching of Paul under which 
Lydia was converted was every where the same, the 
same at Philippi, the same at Thessalonica — " opening 
and alleging that Christ must needs have suffered and 
risen from the dead." — Acts, xvii. 3. The prophetic 
Scriptures were largely dwelt upon in the Apostle's 
teaching, in proof that Jesus of Nazareth was the Desire 
of all nations, the Son of God, and the Saviour of the 
world ; and the good honest Lydia believed the report, 
and to her was the arm of the Lord revealed. She 
accepted the doctrine of the cross, and received Christ 
as the Saviour of her soul. The Jewish church, of which 
she was a proselyte, was one which honoured the Scrip- 
tures ; these inspired volumes being duly read and 
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commented on in their synagogues on the Sabbath day. — 
Acts, XV. 21. Wherever, under the old dispensation, 
divine life was enjoyed by the people, it came to them 
through the word of the living God : " The law of the 
Lord is perfect, converting the soul.'' — Ps. xix. 7. 

In like manner, under the Christian dispensation, 
spiritual life is conveyed to us through the channel of 
Holy Scripture. When we are regenerate, we are de« 
clared to be " born again not of corruptible seed, but 
of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever . . . And this is the word which 
by the Gospel is preached unto you." — i Pet. i. 23, 25. 
When our Saviour Christ would purify the Church, and 
make it meet to be his heavenly bride, the process is 
said to be effected not by sacraments or ceremonies, 
traditions or fables, man's power or eloquence, but " with 
the washing of water, by the word J' — Eph. v. 26. Be 
on your guard, then, brethren, against any statement 
which would make supernatural impulses or inspirations 
the means of conversion, apart from the truth of God. 
Paul was eminently a biblical preacher, and Lydia was 
one who, like the noble Bereans, compared Scripture 
with Scripture to ascertain whether these things were so, 
honouring the revealed truth of God by her procedure, 
and being rewarded with solid convictions and happy 
experiences. The olden caution to the Jews applies to 
our own intercourse with enthusiastic converts and 
stimulating appeals; " To the law and to the testimony: 
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if they speak not according to this Word, it is because 
there is no light in them." — Is. viii. 2o. High preten- 
sions to unusual spirituality and vauntings of new 
light will shrink before the touchstone of Holy Writ, as 
the toad was revealed and paralyzed by Ithuriel's spear. 
The example of Lydia finally shows us, 

V. That GENUINE CONVERSION IS EFFECTED BY THE 

piBECT AGENCY OF THE HoLY Ghost. Be the means 
ever so divine, the Spirit of God alone can make 
them efiectual to salvation. The seed we sow may 
be of the most select kind, the ground fertile, and 
the tillage faultlessly good, yet no fructification will 
reward our labour without the blessing of God. In 
like manner, the inspired volume may be perfect 
as an instrument — a hammer well adapted to break 
the stony heart in pieces, a fire to consume the dross 
and tin of our nature — ^but it needs divine power 
to wield and apply it. The Word of God is a sharp 
two-edged sword, but becomes a divider of soul and 
spirit in no hands but in those of the Holy Ghost. It 
is the Spirit of God who kills by the Word, and the 
Spirit who makes alive. Paul may plant and Apollos 
water, but God only giveth the increase. — i Cor. iii. 6. 
Hence, though Paul proclaimed the very truth of Jesus, 
it was only the woman whose heart the Lord opened 
that received the love of it and embraced it with all her 
soul. 

We have here, then, three things conjoined to the 
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production of conversion under ordinary circumstancefi — 
a divine engagements worship ; a divine instrument^ 
God's inshred Wobd ; and a divine dgent^ the Holy 
Ghost. Where any one of these three is wanting, either 
respect for God's house, or God's Word, or God's Spirit, 
we may call any seeming reformation of principles or 
conduct by other names, but certainly not by the 
name of genuine conversion. Hence, true believers are 
always found to honour the institution of public worship 
by regular and devout attendance at the sanctuary. 
They take their pitcher to the Sabbath well, and God fills 
the earthly vessel with a Sabbath blessing. They honour 
God's inspired Word as the main instrument of their 
sanctification. When Jesus proclaims its efficacy, 
" Now ye are clean through the Word which I have 
spoken unto you f they reply, " Thy Word is very pure, 
therefore thy servant loveth it." And they honour the 
Holy Ghost by prayer, and by the avoidance of every 

practice which would " grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby they are sealed unto the day of redemption." — 
EpL iv. 30. Those persons and those alone in whom 
these " marks of the Lord Jesus," are found can be 
allowed to have undergone that spiritual change which 
pious Lydia underwent when the Lord opened her heart 
and renewed her soul. 

The foregoing exposition has carried its own applica- 
tion with it, so that it only remains for me to enforce 
upon your observance the duty and privilege of prayer. 
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The whole aj^aratus of couTOrsion was preset in Lydia's 
case, yet . wovld have lieeii there in vain but l^at the 
Lord opened. her heart. There was the sabbath, and the 
devout worshipper, and the exposition of truth by an 
inspired apostle ; yet all these might have knocked at t^e 
door of her beartfbr years without effect, but that tiie 
Almighty Spirit of Gx)d lifted. up the latch, and obtained 
instant admission, for His truth. Let our prayer, then, be 
directed to tiie same Omnipotent Agent, «aying, " Open 
thou mine eyes, that I may see wondrous things out of 
thy law !" The eye is here, and the object is here, and 
clear vision would seem to be the natural result of 
such a conjunction, but there is nevertheless a veil 
over the organ which nothing can remove but the Holy 
Grhost. " The natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God ; for they are foolishness unto him ; 
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned/'^ I Cor. ii. 14. It is only then through God 
that the Word becomes mighty to the pulling down of 
strongholds ; and if ever human prejudices are to be re- 
moved, and human eyes to be enlightened, and human 
hearts to be renewed, and human souls to be saved, it is 
to be effected by the gentle, yet all-powerful hand of Him 
who opened Lydia's heart, " that she attended to those 
things which were spoken of Paul." 

Follow us then with your fullest sympathy and devout 
aspirations, as we invoke that Spirit's benediction upon 
the services of the Sanctuary in the militant Church of 
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Christ — that we labour not in vain, nor spend our 
strength for nought. Let us pray that the everlasting 
Spirit, who was present at the creation of the world and 
moved upon the waters a Spirit of life and energy, 
quickening, subduing, ordering all things, may be pre- 
sent in like manner with his Church in these latter days. 
May He give life and light, and zeal and progress ! May 
He give warmth and . animation, purity and love, that 
God may be pleased and man edified by our doctrine and 
our life ! May He cause His people to be manifestly 
epistles of Christ, known and read of all men ! May 
He make His work to appear unto His servants, and 
His glory unto their children, that the most remote pos- 
terity be taught to praise Him, and age to age prolong 
His renown ! May He pour water upon the thirsty 
and floods upon the dry ground ; till the wilderness and 
the solitary place be glad, and the desert rejoice and 
blossom as a rose ! May He be to us beauty and good- 
ness, a saving impression and a rich reward in our pil- 
grimage here, and in our rest hereafter ! Thou first 
and best of all the gifts of the Most High, the promise 
of the Father and prayer of the Son, come down upon us 
in the full effluence of Thy grace, and fill our hearts with 
heaven, and our lives with sanctity and praise ! Amen. 



APPENDIX A. 



Letter of the Lord Bishop of Meath to his Clergy. 



Ardbracan House, 
July, 1859- 
Eev. and Deak Sir, 

It must be unnecessary to call your attention to the 
remarkable incidents that are taking place in the North of Ireland, 
and which, in general estimation, are connected with a Revival of 
Religion. I am aware that many of the accompaniments of these 
events are such as to induce some sober-minded persons to hesitate 
as to the character of the work ; but I should think that there are 
few who, having examined, can refuse to recognise the hand of Gk)d 
in this remarkable manifestation, marred and disfigured though it 
doubtless is by the devices of Satan, and the infirmities and weak- 
ness of our corrupt and fallen nature. 

We dare not join with those who would neglect or pour contempt 
on this remarkable, perhaps it may be, eccentric display of spiritual 
affections, though we cannot identify ourselves with all that we have 
heard and read upon the subject. One thing we can do to help 
forward the Lord's work — ^we can pray ; we can beseech Him who 
" directeth aU things according to the counsel of His will," to over- 
rule these events to His own glory — ^to manifest His arm in the 
midst of the bustle and turmoil of human feeling, and to establish 
His own work on the earth. We can commend to His gracious pro- 
tection and guidance the ministers whose duty compels them to 
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take a part in this work, and ask Him to enlighten their minds with 
" the wisdom that is from above, pure and peaceable/' to give them 
caution, firmness, and perseverance, that, unmoved by the excite- 
ment which surrounds them, they may seek only the glory of their 
Ood and Saviour. Above all, we can pray for ourselves, and this 
portion of the Church, that the Lord would shed of the cmt-pouring 
of His Spirit upon our own souls, our families, friends, and congre- 
gations—that He would enable us to value rightly, and to pray fer- 
vently, for the blessings connected with the Spirif s work, that on 
us, too, may fall the showers of divine grace, and that we may be 
partakers of the refreshment and revival that are promised to the 
Lord's people. 

I do not command you as your Bishop, but I would exhort you 
as your fellow-laborer in the Gk)spel, to unite with your congrega- 
tions in Special Prayer Meetings for these blessings— to join with 
your neighbouring brother-clergymen in spreading these petitions 
before the throne of divine grace, and in supplicating for an answer. 
And, oh, make the Lord's gracious promises the theme and subject 
of your devotions, when you assemble with those most dear to you 
round the domestic altar. Let them form, too, a prominent portion 
of your pulpit exhortations and Sunday School instruction. I have 
long felt that we do not sufficiently familiarise our flocks to the 
contemplation of the Spirit's character, and His wondrous opera- 
tions — ^that we do not sufficiently dwell on His personality, divinity, 
regenerating, comforting, converting power— that we do not enough 
enlarge on His work, in whom, and by whom, we spiritually " live, 
and move, and have our being." While the Spirit is comparatively 
a stranger to our pulpits, can we wonder that His operations are 
unknown and unreflected on in our congregations 1 

Think what blessed assurances we have that our prayers will not 
be in vain. The God of Pentecost is our God too; — the Son's 
atonement and intercession are as prevailing now as when, having 
ascended on high, he sent down the promise of the Father ; — the 
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quickeniBg and awakening Spirit is as powerful to convert and com- 
fort. United, fervent^ and earnest prayer will, we may trust, meet 
with a response. Our parishes, onr ministrations, our country will 
receive a blessing from on high — ^that our barren pastures may 
rejoice in a portion of the floods poured out on the dry ground, and 
experience the mercy of our God in the augmented sobriety yet 
elevation of our feelings, in the increase of " faith, and hope^ and 
charity," in " the joy and peace of believing*" 

I remain^ 

Eev. and dear Sir, 

Tottr fiEuthfol fn&nd and brother, 
JOS. H. MEATH. 



APPENDIX B. 



Not until this Discourse was delivered had the author an oppor- 
tunity of becoming acquainted with Dr. Salmon's valuable Sermon 
on a kindred subject. He has now the pleasure of subjoining a 
paragraph fix)m that Sermon, only too happy if the sample shall in- 
duce any of his readers to peruse the whole : — 

" In conclusion, lest any should mistake the spirit in which I 
write, I desire to add, that the testimony I have received leaves me 
no room to doubt that the Revival movement in the North has been 
attended by the suppression of drunkenness and profanity, by general 
reformation of moral character ; by increased interest in everything 
pertaining to religion ; by increased attendance at public worship, 
and at the holy communion. That this work will be permanent in 
every case it would be too much to expect— that it will be so in 
very many, I hope and believe. In a work blessed with such good 
results I acknowledge the hand of God, Nor shall I refuse to do 
so because — as must happen in any work where men are the agents 
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and men the ohjecte—in any work done on sinful men by falliMe 
men — because mistakes and deception may have mixed themselves 
up with it. • Many ungodly persons may have been drawn in, to go 
through the outward process of * conviction,' whose hearts have been 
wholly unaffected. Many may have deceived themselves by mis- 
taking transitory emotions for real change of principle. Too san- 
guine clergymen may have accepted, with too little caution, these 
appearances of promise, and may have encouraged young converts, 
who were at best but * girding on their harness,' to boast themselves 
as though they were putting it off But when all deductions are 
made, I trust that much will remain which will be to the praise and 
glory of the Lord in the day of His appearing." 



THE END. 



